REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

October 3, 2011

The regularly scheduled meeting of the Hartwell City Council was held Monday, October 3, 2011 in the council chambers of city hall with all members present.  The meeting was called to order by Mayor Jennifer Scott at 7:00 p.m.

Mayor Scott asked everyone to please stand for the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag, followed by a moment of silence and an invocation presented by Dr. Steve Williams of the First Baptist Church of Hartwell.

Mayor Scott stated that this was the New Year for Rosh Hashanah, and extended a Happy New Year to all our Jewish citizens.  The Mayor also encouraged everyone to take part in community activities regarding breast cancer awareness month, and urged citizens to exercise their right to vote in the upcoming November 8th election.

Hearing no additions or corrections to the minutes of the previous meeting, a motion was made by Councilman Billy Ethridge to approve the minutes as recorded.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Arthur Craft and carried unanimously.

Upon request by the Mayor, a motion was made by Councilwoman Sarah Mayfield to add item #16 to the agenda regarding the Georgia Municipal Association’s annual Mayors’ Christmas Motorcade.  Motion was seconded by Councilman David Little and carried unanimously.

A Proclamation was read by Mayor Scott and presented to Ms. Jan Hall of Heart Haven, proclaiming the month of October as Domestic Violence Month.

A motion was made by Councilman Tray Hicks to accept the recommendation of the Planning and Zoning Commission to approve the request from Jeff Buchanan to rezone .05 acre at the intersection of Powell Road and Bailey Drive from M-2 to B-2, General Business District.  Council Ethridge noted that Powell Road should actually be “Parkdale Drive.”  The correction was so noted and a second to the motion was given by Councilman Craft, and carried unanimously.  
A motion was made by Councilman Hicks to accept the recommendation of the Planning and Zoning Commission to approve a request from the City of Hartwell to rezone 1.32 acres from R-1 to B-2, and .50 acre from R-2 to B-2, General Business District, located at the intersection of Carter and Howell Streets.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman Mayfield and carried unanimously.  This zoning district is consistent with adjacent parcels and gives the correct zoning district as General Business for the city hall location.
A motion was made by Councilman Ethridge, seconded by Councilman Hicks and carried unanimously to approve the purchase of new sand filter tiles for the wastewater treatment plant at a cost of $10,305.00 from Filtros, Ltd.  City Manager David Aldrich explained that this was a budgeted item, and Filtros was the sole provider of the sand filter tiles.
A motion was made by Councilman Ethridge, seconded by Councilman Hicks, and carried unanimously to approve a beer/wine license for Mr. Waheed A. Khan of Right Business, Inc., dba Sunoco Food Mart (formerly Hartwell Business, LLC) located on Reed Creek Hwy.
A motion was made by Councilman Ethridge, seconded by Councilman Hicks, and carried unanimously to approve the extension of natural gas to a crop drying customer on Shoal Creek Road.  Payback from the gas extension is estimated to be less than two years.

A motion was made by Councilman Hicks, seconded by Councilwoman Mayfield, and carried unanimously to approve a grant agreement with the U.S. DOT Pipeline & Hazardous Materials Safety Administration for a grant award in the amount of $50,000.00.  As explained by the City Manager, this grant will assist in GIS mapping of the existing natural gas valves, which will be an enhancement to the City.
Councilwoman Mayfield explained that the City had received a loan application from Ann & John Dunn for a loan from the City’s Economic Development Revolving Loan Fund in the amount of $30,000.  The requested funds will assist in financing a business called ‘Annies Pretty Pieces,’ a shop for quilters and crafters.  As stated by Councilwoman Mayfield, the Economic Development Committee had met on several occasions to review the loan application, and a motion was offered by Councilwoman Mayfield to approve the loan application contingent upon final approval from Georgia Mountains Regional Economic Development Corporation.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Hicks and carried unanimously.

As stated by City Manager David Aldrich, he had been working with the County regarding the City’s tax millage rate, but the County has yet to establish a tax digest, which is needed to generate the millage rate accordingly.  Upon recommendation by the City Manager, a motion was made by Councilman Hicks to allow the City Manager to set up public hearings regarding the City’s proposed fiscal year budget.  Following a brief discussion, Councilman Hicks amended his motion to include that the City Manager establish the public hearings for 6:30 p.m. on November 7 and December 5, 2011 prior to the regular council meetings on these dates.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Craft and carried unanimously.

Councilman Hicks stated that the City Hall Building Committee was pleased with the progress on the new city hall, with the basement backfill expected to be completed by October 28th and structural steel to go up between November 4 and November 14, 2011.  Hart County participation in the city hall construction now equals 44.24%, with 13.91% from surrounding areas.  Councilman Hicks further reported that a door had been added to the side of the building as required by the State Fire Marshal, at no cost to the City.  A motion was made by Councilman Hicks to allow the City Manager to have the same rights to approve matters of the city hall building contingency fund as he does on other city business.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Ethridge.  The maximum amount allowed for approval by the City Manager is $5,000.00.   Upon being asked by Councilman Little, Councilman  Hicks stated that the City currently had a request for contingency funds in the amount of $750.00 for a floor drain in the Police Department laundry room.  Also, in discussing sewer pumps for basement bathrooms, the City Manager reported that there was a cost differential of $4,000 to $5,000 in the type of sewer pump used, and the non-grinder pump met code regulations.  Councilman Ethridge felt the grinder pump would best serve the facility and urged the City Manager to look into the purchase of a grinder pump.  As the Mayor called for the vote, motion carried unanimously 6 to 0 to allow the City Manager to approve matters of the city hall building contingency fund as done for other city business. 
Councilman Little reported that the Chairman of Georgia Municipal Association’s (GMA) annual Mayors’ Christmas Motorcade had issued a challenge to all elected city officials to contribute $11.00 or multiples of $11 to help make Christmas a little brighter for patients of the state’s mental health facilities.  The Mayors’ Christmas Motorcade was first begun 53 years ago by Ms. Betty Vandiver, wife of then-Governor Ernest Vandiver, who felt a need to help patients who were essentially forgotten during the holidays. This year’s challenge by GMA is called “Give Eleven in Twenty-Eleven.”  Councilman Little made a motion to allocate city funds in the amount of $154.00 to the Mayors’ Christmas Motorcade for the purchase of needed items for patients.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Hicks and carried unanimously.  Upon further discussion, it was the consensus of Council that at least $11.00 also be contributed by Mayor and Council on a volunteer basis, in addition to the $154 from the city.

Councilwoman Mayfield acknowledged that the Economic Development Committee had received an application from Legg Family Investments for a loan from the City’s Revolving Loan Fund.

Councilman Little urged everyone to be safe on Halloween.  He stated that thousands of children normally visit residents on Benson Street and each year the Police Department does a good job in assisting with safety of motorists and pedestrians.
There being no further business to come before Mayor and Council, a motion was made by Councilman Ethridge to adjourn the meeting at approximately 7:30 p.m.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Craft and carried unanimously.
Respectfully submitted,

Jean Turner

City Clerk

